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While this construction did not act as the former
in keeping a hostile army from reaching even the
outer wall, it did make the outer wall at that
point practically a solid construction back to the
inner wall, and so made it impossible that it should
be either broken down or even breached. At the
same time the lofty citadel made a watchtower
whence the level country for miles could be com-
manded, and from which a destructive shower of
missiles could be rained on the heads of any at-
tacking party.

With these works Nebuchadrezzar had made
the taking of Babylon, if any defense were made
within, an impossibility in that age. The compass
of the walls was so vast that no single power, and
perhaps scarcely a combination of powers, could
hope to accomplish an investment that would
reduce the city by famine; while, on the other
hand, wall after wall must be broken down, un-
der almost impossible conditions, if the city was
to be taken from without by assault The ene-
mies of Babylon must lay their plans to gain the
city, in its state of defense, only from within by
treachery.1

When the defenses were fully accomplished it
was natural that Nebuchadrezzar should turn to
the beautifying and increasing of the city from
within. Nabopolassar had built a great street,

1 Herodotus (i, clxxviii, clxsix) has given a most elaborate description
of these defenses. As to the value of his testimony see above, vol. i, pp.
26JJ, 264. For Nebuchadrezzar's own account see East India House In"
tseription, col, iv, 66-^S; v, 1-60; vi, 1-C5. Oomp. Appendix 0.